Infant wheeze: is asthma a possibility?
Most infant wheeze is not asthma. Nonetheless, infants are able to develop reversible airway obstruction with or without allergic sensitisation, and asthma does occur at this age. The many other causes of infant wheeze, however, make asthma more difficult to distinguish from the background 'noise'. Consideration of risk factors and clinical features can enable some infants to be given a provisional diagnosis and, if their symptoms are disabling, a cautious trial of asthma treatment.